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Well Done Everyone! 

The current learning environment is challenging 

for most but I would like to genuinely 

acknowledge the terrific work of our staff, stu-

dents and families in doing the very best that 

they can do to keep everyone as safe as possi-

ble. College staff have once again done a tre-

mendous job in catering for the academic needs 

of our students and also in endeavouring to scale 

back expectations and streamline project based 

work to make things marginally ‘easier’ at home.  

We have really appreciated the feedback that 

families have provided to staff and encourage 

others to provide this if they have not done so 

yet. 

Please Look After Your Mental Health And 

Wellbeing First and Foremost 

I have spent the large majority of today in and out 

of online Principal meetings, which have provided 

principal’s across the state with a chance to 

speak directly with Mr David Howes (DET Secre-

tary) as well as peers from a range of schools. 

The common theme today, led very much by 

David, was that of ‘looking after yourself and your 

wellbeing’.  

I urge all within the wider college community to 

do this very thing. Please be kind to yourself. 

Have reasonable and realistic expectations of 

yourself and do not feel that you have to be a 

‘perfect’ parent, educator, support person and 

friend to all during this time. Let’s just endeavour 

to do the best we can and support each other 

where we are able to.  

If you are feeling a little deflated yourself, then 

please reach out to a trusted mate or organisa-

tion and do not be afraid to show vulnerability. 

Remote Learning 2.0—Double The Trouble Or 

Twice As Nice? 

The creative staff member who brought us the 

‘Where’s Wilko?’ initiative in the first round of 

remote and flexible learning has almost finalised 

a new activity for families to take part in if they 

would like to…..  

‘The Terrific Twins’, Leedy and Wilko (only their 

mothers can tell them apart) are coming to visit! 

What adventures will they get up to at your 

place? Families will be able to send us their pho-

tos showing the ‘twins’ in action (while they main-

tain the required physical distance). All going 

well, the pictures of our ‘twins’ should arrive 

home on buses for all families tomorrow.  

Feel free to join in and have a bit of fun! 

Capital Building Works Update 

The college’s stage 1 capital building works re-

main on track at this point in time with our work 

going to tender towards the end of October. On 

top of the stage 1 works which will see the school 

receive a new multi-purpose room, library, staff 

work room, wellbeing office and other associated 

office spaces, the college has also received noti-

fication that our entire fire services system will be 

fully upgraded towards the end of the year. This 

will see the installation of two very large water 

tanks on the left hand side of the college en-

trance and new fire hydrants and hose reels 

around the college. 

Thankyou To Our Amazing Staff 

My featured photo this week was taken last Fri-

day on what was National Principal’s Day. Myself 

and Mr Wilkinson usually try to keep this day 

quiet, however we were greeted on Friday by an 

amazing ‘bee-sting’ and coffee each. At the com-

pletion of the day we were also pitted against 

each other in an online quiz about the college. 

This was a terrific surprise and one that we very 

much appreciated! Thanks are extended to all of 

our fabulous staff who made us feel a little bit 

special on Friday. 

Stay safe! 

Regards,  Steve Leed 
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Friday each week, stu-

dents are asked to sub-

mit their work to teach-

ers.  

Please be reminded that 

you should submit what 

work has been done- 

whether it is completed in 

full or not. 

Next week, if no work has 

been received, staff will 

contact you. 

A Compass post today 

outlines how to send this 

work to teachers. Please 

read it carefully. 

If you have any questions, 

please contact me via e-

mail. 

Best wishes to all families 

as you settle into this re-

mote learning period. 

Remember, we’re in this 

together. There are no 

silly questions– please 

ask away! 

 

Sarah Clare 

Curriculum Learning Spe-

cialist 

srah.clare@education.vic.

gov.au 

EAR buddy—quick thinking 

parent solves problem for 

big eared four eye guy. 

I wrote a little last week about 

how kind our parents are and 

I have more good news of a 

similar note this week.  I don’t 

mind wearing masks right. 

Sure they fog up my goggles 

and hide my beautiful face, 

but the big issue I have had is 

I’m running out of room be-

hind my ears.  First wax, then 

the arms of my glasses and 

now elastic from masks.  

What next? Chewie?  Well, Jo 

Guthrie has a solution.  EAR 

BUDDY.  She has kindly 

knitted these gizmos which 

have buttons so that masks 

can strap on instead of behind 

ears.  Comfy and thoughtful– 

thanks Jo!  I cant believe how 

clever and generous  some 

people. Talk about interesting 

times we live in.  Its hard to 

keep enthused about learning 

and teaching when we keep 

getting changes thrown our 

way, but I have been discuss-

ing with a few staff how we 

might best take advantage of 

the fact that we are mostly at 

home.  This has led our hu-

manities staff to offer up a 

few optional projects that 

kids and parents, might want 

to  sink their teeth in to.  After 

all, this may be a once in a 

lifetime opportunity to do 

some tasks that have been 

ticking away in the back of 

your minds.  Here are two 

such tasks that can be com-

pleted by students, without 

much parental assistance. 

When I first arrived at East 

Loddon, Frank Nolan had stu-

dents interviewing their 

grandparents about life in the 

district and growing up etc.  

What a ripping project, con-

ducted then between year 

7 /8 students and their grand-

parents, a lot of whom have 

since passed.  COVID times 

may offer everyone the op-

portunity to complete a simi-

lar task.  Lets make the most 

of the opportunity that this 

pandemic is offering up.  Get 

on the phone or zoom or 

write an email and lets get 

some real history together.  

We could then collate all of 

this information for prosperi-

ty.   

Along a similar vein , we plan 

to extend our memorial bol-

lards at the front of the col-

lege to include stories of vet-

erans from other conflicts.  If 

you know stories of relatives 

from ww2, Korea, Vietnam, 

Afghanistan etc please consid-

er completing the task re-

lating to this.  If possible inter-

view a relative or friend who 

may have served.  We are 

living through a period in time 

that we will never forget.  

Lets use it wisely and come 

out of it at the end with 

something productive and 

worthwhile for our own grand 

children.   

Keep your eyes and ears open 

for more details about these 

optional projects.  I am sure 

they will be mentioned at 

upcoming assemblies and I 

take my hat off to all in the 

humanities dept.  We must 

continue to learn from the 

past, so that we don’t make 

yesterday’s or today’s mis-

takes again, right? 

Don’t forget to mask up! 

Good Luck Pilko 

Wilko. 



 

 

A Flying Start 

Our P-4 community has made a fantastic 

start to remote learning this term! We are 

very impressed with student and parent 

engagement in our briefings, meetings 

and assemblies, as well as the high level 

of student work that we have begun to 

receive. It is great to see that our  East 

Loddon families have been able to ap-

proach remote learning with such a posi-

tive mindset. Well done everyone! 

FAREWELL  

Mrs Gladman 

Wishing you all the 

best! 

 

Y11 & 12 2021 subject selections  

After Monday’s presenta-

tion (see picture) on 

teams to our Year 10 

students I am now en-

couraging students to 

start researching sub-

jects, pathways and options post secondary 

school. I encourage students to speak to  VCE 

VCAL and VET subject teachers either via email 

or on teams.  

Year 11 interviews have already started on 

teams yesterday. Year 10 interviews will com-

mence next week.  Thanks to our VCAL stu-

dents that participated in the presentation too.  

VCE Units 3&4 students results: Students 

will need to register to receive their results 

online in the school Summer holidays. Please 

go to the following link; https://

resultsandatar.vic.edu.au/results/applicants.htm; 

If students need help getting their student num-

ber please let me know.   

Revision lectures: we have received some 

fortunate funding to attend lectures. Year 12 

teachers will assist students to attend a class 

revision lecture online.  

There is a lot of information to share at present. 

I am trying to post this on compass but if you 

have any questions please call or email.  

Good luck Mrs Gladman  we wish you all the 

best with your new and exciting adventure as a 

Mum. You will be amazing.  

Kinder  

Enrolment 

https://resultsandatar.vic.edu.au/results/applicants.htm;
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Since finishing her degree Miss 

Baker has been traveling and 

working overseas, she has also 

taught here, at Echuca College 

and St Mary’s Cohuna. We are 

certainly pleased she has re-

turned. Miss Baker said what 

attracted her most to East 

Loddon was the charming and 

good looking farmer across the 

road that is now her fiancé and 

obviously knowing what a 

great community this school is 

part of. Miss Baker grew up at 

Tandarra. Whilst enjoying her 

time at school, Miss Baker was 

excited to complete Year 12 

and move away. Since leaving 

though, she started to miss this 

community and fortunately for 

us she has now returned. Be-

fore Miss Baker became a 

teacher she milked cows on a 

local dairy farm, made amazing 

pizzas at a restaurant in Bendi-

go and worked at Emerald 

Grain in Elmore and Melb. Miss 

Baker enjoys life on the farm. 

In fact checking the crops and 

lambs is her favourite way to 

end the school day. Her covid-

19 advice for us all is to make 

the effort to stay engaged with 

your loved ones! 'FaceTime', 

'Teams' your family and your 

friends so no one is feeling 

alone.  

 

 

Useful Beliefs at East Loddon P-12 Col-
lege – Based on the work of Chris Helder 

 

1. Sometimes bad stuff happens. If you can’t control it, don’t obsess about it. 
Find the useful belief in it.  

2. Good stuff also happens. Be grateful. Gratitude is the key to being con-
nected to your life. You have the ability to make an impact on other people 
and make a difference in their day. 

3. You’re never as good as you think. Stay open to learning, improvement 
and getting better.  

4. You are never as bad as you think. You are not alone.  

5. The truth is that some days you have to do stuff you hate. Find a useful 
belief and get on with it.  

6. Stop feeling guilty about everything. You can’t be perfect.  

7. Make sure you are not blaming others for things that are not working in 
your life. Take responsibility! 

8. If you change the way you move, then you change the way you think.  

9. Smile. When you smile at someone, it makes them feel good about them-
selves. You have the power to make others feel good about themselves.  

10. Eyes are the windows to the soul. Be present and look at people. 

11. Eliminate distractions. Identify the five things that hold you back on a dai-
ly basis and make a plan to solve them. 

12. This is the best time in the history of the world to be in remote learning. 

13. This is the best time in the history of the world to be involved with East 
Loddon P-12 College. 

14. Energy is a decision. Most people are tired but you can have as much 
energy as you want.  

15. Be genuine, but also have a sense of humour. 

16. Identify what gets results in your life and do more of it. This is called 
‘coding success’.  

17. Don’t underestimate the impact you can make with acts of kindness.  

18. Look after yourself and laugh. 

19. Try to avoid comparing yourself to others; run your own race.  

20. Take action! 


