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Further Face Mask Clarification 

I mentioned last week that all school staff and 
secondary school students aged 12 or older 
must always wear a face mask indoors and out-
doors at school, unless a lawful exception ap-
plies. This still stands and as of Monday 18th 
October, further face mask mandates are in 
place at schools. 

From Monday 18th October, students in years 3 
to 6 must also wear face masks whilst indoors at 
the college.  

Students who are in years Prep to year 2 may 
wear face masks if they wish and whilst this is 
strongly encouraged by the Department of Edu-
cation, it is not mandatory. 

AEU Industrial Action 

Those in the wider college community may have 
heard through news outlets and via social media 
that the Australian Education Union (AEU) is 
taking industrial action. Whilst this is true and 
whilst this action may be taken by members of 
the AEU at East Loddon, I wish to reassure all 
families that this action will in no way impact on 
the teaching and learning programs offered to 
students at our college. The AEU industrial ac-
tion is aimed at the government, who are cur-
rently stalling on negotiations around various 
issues, including addressing staff workload. 

Staff at East Loddon know how difficult these 
periods of remote and flexible learning have 
been for all and the last thing we want to do is 
make things more difficult for families.  

Uniform Change—Whoop! Whoop! 

In news that is bound to excite the large majori-
ty of our students, the college is now transition-
ing from ‘grey bottoms’ to ‘black bottoms’.  Stu-
dents have been keen for quite some time now 

to have black shorts, trackies and skorts as part 
of our uniform, with many families also finding 
the grey alternatives hard to source. 

Our wonderful parent association currently have 
order forms out which need to be completed 
and returned by Wednesday 20th October. 
There should also be a uniform order form 
attached to today’s Newsletter News Feed. 

Onsite Schooling and Remote Learning This 
Week 

This coming week will see students and classes 
follow the same return to school plan as the 
current week we are in.  

Students in years Prep, 1, 2, 7, 11 and 12 will 
attend school on-site all week, with year 3, 4, 8 
& 9 students attending on-site Tuesday and 
Wednesday. Students in years 5, 6 & 10 will 
attend onsite once again on Thursday and Fri-
day. 

At this point in time, all students in all year lev-
els are due to return to on-site learning on Tues-
day 26th October. 

Term 4—Hats Required 

A quick reminder is extended to all families in 
regards to college hats. Students at all year lev-
els must wear a hat during break times during 
term 4. Please ensure also that these are clearly 
named. 

Thanks For Your Understanding 

I would like to sincerely thank all within our col-
lege community for the understanding shown 
once again during these difficult times for all.  

My photo today is of the roofing sheets being 
craned onto the top of the new build. 

Steve Leed—College Principal 

http://stevenleed.edublogs.org/
http://stevenleed.edublogs.org/


Our P-3 staff are currently in 

the middle of intense training 

in a program called Sounds-

Write. Sounds-Write is a 

phonics programme that sup-

ports the systematic teaching 

of reading, spelling and 

writing.  Of course, our teach-

ers have already been teach-

ing this but, as part of our 

SOLAR journey, we believe 

this program will support us 

to improve our practice in a 

manner aligned with best 

practice.  

Our P-3 team of dedicated 

teachers gave up some of 

their holiday time to begin 

this training and will continue 

it for the next few weeks. This 

is a lot of time on top of their 

teaching load. It is inspiring to 

be part of the East-Loddon 

teaching team which are 

proving again to be so willing 

to try new things to improve 

outcomes for our students.  

Sounds-Write is a program 

that carefully and slowly in-

troduces all the code (the 

connections between sounds 

and letters) that students 

need to learn to both read 

and write well.  The code is 

introduced in a way that 

moves from simple to more 

difficult and teachers make 

sure students have mastered 

each part of the code. De-

codable readers match the 

code that the student is learn-

ing and reading these will 

help them to master each 

step. 

If you would like to hear more 

about S-W then follow this 

link to a short video.   

https://www.sounds-

write.co.uk/page-96-

video.aspx   



AROUND ELP 

SPORTS 

Sounds-Write sounds right 

Miss Colville... 

Back on site! 

It was great to see our 3/4 students back 
at school this week. Please remember that 
students in grades 3 and 4 will be required 
to wear their masks at school next week. 

Risk Taking on the Playground 

At East Loddon we encourage students to 
be “risk-takers”. This means when they are 
unsure of how to say a word when reading, 
or complete a maths equation we ask them 
to take a risk and have a go. As it happens, 

some students have begun to take some big 
risks on the playground also. This includes 
jumping onto the monkey bars, and off the 
top platform (which is taller than most of 

our teachers). 
Unfortunately, we 
have had a few 
resulting injuries. 
We are discourag-
ing students from 
taking these risks 
while playing on 

the playground and would appreciate any 
conversations you might have with your own 
children about safe risk-taking during play. 

 

Well done to all families for balancing remote 
and on-site learning this week!  It has been 
great to have all Middle Years students here on 
different days this week. Our Year 7’s have 
enjoyed getting back into the routine of 5 days 
at school, Year 8s spent Tuesday and Wednes-
day here at school, and our Grade 5/6 have 
their first day on-site today! Grade 5/6 will also 
be back at school tomorrow. This arrangement 
will continue again next week.  

Year 5/6 Thursday & Friday  

Year 8 Tuesday & Wednesday 

Whilst students are working from home Middle 

Years students will continue to follow the mod-
ified timetable. This plan will continue until 
students return to on-site learning full time.  

Mask rules will change slightly next week for 
Grade 5/6 students. From Monday, students in 
Year 5/6 will also need to be wearing masks in 
classrooms. For Year 7 and 8 students, rules 
will remain the same—Students will need to 
continue wearing these inside and outside. All 
students will also need to be wearing these on 
buses to and from school.  

The weather is starting to warm up—Please 
make sure that students come to school with 
school hats ready for recess and lunch.  

 

WELCOME BACK: to our lovely Y9 & 10 students. 
It was so nice to have my Y9 class for PE face to 
face yesterday. Even if there were some minor 
injuries. Today was another great day with the 
return of our Y10 students. Some had not attend-
ed since before our ski camp in mid August. 
Thanks very much to our lovely parents, grand-
parents, caregivers and home tutors who have 
been supporting our students throughout this 
tricky time.  

Elective booklet released: Y8 and Y9 students 
received the booklet yesterday. The booklet pro-
vides subject information about electives. I will 
talk to students again next week regarding poten-

tial blockings. Our Y10 students in 2022 will have 
the option to study VET subjects at Charlton 
Trade Training Centre or VCE Physical Education 
or Health and Human Development.  

Y11 Work Experience: Due to covid-19 re-
strictions as posted on compass last Friday we 
have moved the work experience for Y11s from 
Melbourne to Bendigo. It will still take place dur-
ing the same week 22nd—26th Nov. In regards to 
deposit money paid, this can be transferred to 
other student costs. See Mr Twigg.   

Keep up the great work Y12s: practice exams are 
in full swing over at the Lions Den. Big thanks to 
students for treating these seriously and to staff 
for supporting students and giving up their time 
to enable this to happen.  

‘Get Active’ Free 
Funding for Families 

The Get Active Kids Voucher 

Program supports families 

who are facing difficulties by 

providing financial support 

of $200 to help cover 

sporting costs of children 

aged 18 and under. 

The vouchers can help off set 

costs such as sporting mem-

berships and registration 

fees, uniforms and equip-

ment. 

To be eligible, children must 

be Victorian residents, aged 

18 and under and named on 

a valid Health Care Card or 

Pensioner Concession Card, 

as well as a Medicare card. 

The age eligibility includes 

children aged 0 – 18 

(previously 4-18).  This will 

allow funding for things like 

access life-saving learn to 

swim skills.   

For more info—visit https://

www.getactive.vic.gov.au/

vouchers/ 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.getactive.vic.gov.au%2Fvouchers%2F&data=04%7C01%7CDean.Young%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cd7d483a5309f459e7e5308d98859af84%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637690741049091478%7CUnkn
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.getactive.vic.gov.au%2Fvouchers%2F&data=04%7C01%7CDean.Young%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cd7d483a5309f459e7e5308d98859af84%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637690741049091478%7CUnkn
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.getactive.vic.gov.au%2Fvouchers%2F&data=04%7C01%7CDean.Young%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cd7d483a5309f459e7e5308d98859af84%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637690741049091478%7CUnkn
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Canteen 

Year 9/10 Moggs 

Creek Camp  

Payment Plan 

Year 3/ 4  

Anglesea Camp 

Payment Plan 
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Fri 15th 
Sue Pickles 

2021 OCTOBER 

Mon 18th 

CANTEEN NOT OPEN 

Mon 25th 

CANTEEN NOT OPEN 

Tues 19th 

CANTEEN NOT OPEN 

Tues 26th 

Ebony Lawry 

Wed 20th 
CANTEEN NOT OPEN 

Wed 27th 
Sue Pickles 

Thurs 21st 
Sue Pickles 

Thurs 28th 
Sue Pickles 

Fri 22nd 
Sue Pickles 

Fri 29th 
Lisa Twigg 

Cheryl Green 

NATIONAL HEADSPACE DAY—Small Steps Make Big Things 

October 5th was National Headspace Day, celebrated at school with those on site, which was most-

ly our year 11 & 12’s and P-2’s. Helpful information will also be distributed to all classes upon their 

return and all are invited to contribute to our huge canvas around this year’s theme-Small steps 

start big things. The photo above has some of our senior and junior students drawing a picture of 

the things that make them feel better when they are feeling down. We’re all looking forward to 

the finished result!  

Check out the Headspace Action Plan for taking a small step for a healthy headspace! (Attached)   

Look up Headspace or eheadspace online if things are feeling tough in your thinking wellbeing just 

now! There are some great support options on the other end of the line that might be helpful. 


