
27th End of Term 1  Early Finish 

Buses leave 2.30pm 

KFC CANCELLED 

APRIL  

TERM 2 starts on 14th April 
 

21st  P-12 Cross Country  

22nd SSV swimming Cancelled 

22nd– 24th Year 9 Mount Koo-

rooya Camp—Cancelled 

CONTACT 

Web   eastlodd12.vic.edu.au/  

Email   east.loddon.p12 

@edumail.vic.gov.au  

Phone   5436 8300  

Fax   5436 8321 

Blog  http://

stevenleed.edublogs.org/  

COLLEGE COUNCILLORS 

Richard Hicks, Darren Welsh 

Micheal Lawry, Nathan Twigg 

Dustin Pascoe, Steve Leed 

Scott Wilkinson, Sarah Gladman  

Jo Rossiter, Sarah Byrne, Nicole 

Hocking, Natalie Rose, Lynda 

Cartwright, Hugh Cartwright, So-

phie Hay,  

COVID—19 And Bus Travel To and From School 

In light of recent concerns around the potential im-

pact of COVID-19 and the government instruction to 

implement ‘1.5 metre social distancing’, East Lod-

don P-12 College has spoken at length with our bus 

operators this week in regards to how we best cater 

to this. Buses will continue to travel as per usual and 

will endeavour to implement the ‘1.5 metre social 

distancing’ regulation as much as possible. If there 

is any way in which parents/guardians can get their 

child to and from school themselves then this would 

be thoroughly appreciated. As much as possible on 

buses, students will be separated to create  social 

distance, with bus drivers ensuring that this is done 

in a professional and caring manner so as to not  

create further panic amongst students. 

Please understand that the college and it’s bus 

operators are trying to implement every feasible 

step that we can to protect and care as much as 

possible for our entire wider community.  

PLEASE… If your child is presenting with flu-like 

symptoms, do not send your child to school. Bus 

drivers have also been instructed not to allow stu-

dents who present with flu-like symptoms to board 

buses and travel to or from school. In the event of a 

student presenting with illness at their bus stop, the 

driver will make contact with a parent or guardian 

and wait with the student until they can be collected. 

Please err on the side of caution for the protection of 

your child and that of others. 

Although it is a decision that we can not implement, 

college council strongly recommended at their meet-

ing last night that bus travel to and from school 

should cease as of Monday. 

COVID –19 -  Please Let Us Know If You Do Not 

Have Internet Access 

Our college, along with all others, has been recently 

planning for ‘learning continuity’ which basically 

means ‘how we would continue to provide education 

for our students if the college was forced to close’. 

As part of this planning we have been factoring in  

 

 

 

connectivity to Internet. If you do not have Internet 

access at your family home, can you please inform 

our college office of this, so that we are aware. 

COVID-19 - Coronavirus 

At this stage I am unaware of any cases of COVID-

19 in the wider college community, but I do urge all 

to exercise good hand and respiratory hygiene in 

the following ways - 

1. Cover your mouth and nose when coughing 

and sneezing with a tissue, or cough into 

your elbow. 

2. Dispose of the tissue into a bin and then 

wash your hands afterwards. 

3. Wash your hands regularly using soap and 

water, including after using the toilet, and 

before eating. 

College community members are encouraged to 

refer to the Department’s coronavirus web page for 

the latest advice and information on COVID-19.  

Online Safety 

Student’s are encouraged to enjoy the social net-

working world, but to please do this safely and take 

care with what they post online. They should also 

use sites that are designed for people their age.  

Further info can be found at the following link;  

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/

bullystoppers/Pages/

advicesecondaryworththerisk.aspx  

My photo this week shows Mr Wilko (50) and Miss 

Byrne (40) on their combined 90th birthday which 

fell on Wednesday of this week. Find the photo at  

the end of the newsletter. 

There is also an Anzac Day idea to consider. 

above.. 

Hope you have a great week! 

Regards,  Steve Leed  

http://stevenleed.edublogs.org/
http://stevenleed.edublogs.org/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flist.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872%26id%3Dcd3d64bd%26e%3D810cb9a7717ec1b7&data=02%7C01%7CMaria.Carnovale%40education.vic.gov.au%7C78c9
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/bullystoppers/Pages/advicesecondaryworththerisk.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/bullystoppers/Pages/advicesecondaryworththerisk.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/bullystoppers/Pages/advicesecondaryworththerisk.aspx


Keeping a nature journal from 

home 

In these uncertain times, you 

may soon find yourself home 

with the kids and wonder how to 

get them outdoors and learning. 

One way to do this is to keep a 

nature journal. Children can 

draw , paint or glue in what they 

see in nature. It might be a beau-

tiful collection of leaves, animal 

tracks or the view from the dam 

bank. 

Literacy and Numeracy in the 

journal 

Children can describe what they 

see, hear and smell. They can 

label their drawings. Younger 

students might say how they feel 

about what they see. Older stu-

dents might focus on using fig-

urative language. 

Students can also add measure-

ments to their drawings. They 

might even include a scale. 

Younger students might count 

how many different leaves they 

collect. An older student might 

attempt to calculate the volume 

of water in their dam. 

They might keep a record of 

what the temperature is each day 

and describe what the vegetation 

looks like. Or perhaps the time of 

day might affect whether the 

plants stand tall and proud or 

have begun wilting.  

Sarah Clare 

Curriculum Learning Specialist 

Ways2Wellbeing 

As you are all well aware, the focus worldwide is wellbeing at the moment, for obvious reasons! 

Our quote for the week on our office blackboard is ‘Hakuna Matata’, (from the Lion King) which is Swahili for ‘don’t 
worry’. 

It may sound clique and also easier to say than do, however, in an effort to reduce anxiety, try practising the following 
positive actions as a family- 

Be grateful we live where we do with lots of space, fresh air, great weather and access to most necessities of life 
(last one bit debatable haha, but hang in there!) 

Concentrate on greater respiratory hygiene practises. (All students and staff have been practising this at school) 

Build your natural immunity by eating a balanced diet, exercising and sleeping well. 

Being respectful and mindful of others in ‘social distancing’, however make the effort to keep in touch often. 
Grateful our technology allows this!! 

Be patient, resourceful, resilient and hopeful. The reason the current restrictions are in place are in an effort to 
minimise and slow risk of infection and allow our excellent health system to cope if needed. Disappointment 
is huge, but be consoled by the fact that this is affecting everyone in some way across the world.  

We will get through this, just try to enjoy the journey being the big thing that it is! 

SO HAKUNA MATATA EVERYONE ;-)  

So we had our Validation Day  as 

part of our school review  on Mon-

day.  In short….WE ROCK.  We 

use data to measure how well we  

are going compared to how we 

were going  in past years and 

compared to state averages and 

compared to like schools.  In al-

most every area we are data roy-

als!   Every school wants to be like 

us (minus the termites and aes-

thetically unpleasing parts).  More 

review stuff is due next week but 

who knows what may unravel in 

2020?? 

We had a meeting with architects 

and school councillors last night 

and they delivered an updated 

master plan and more detailed 

design of our proposed new library 

and multi purpose and canteen 

space.  It looks exciting and if we 

ever get it built it will be living the 

dream, with building reflecting the 

amazing efforts of our kids, their 

parents and staff. 

So the year 11 Biology kids came 

in to my office during the week  to 

show me what they’d been study-

ing.  They had been mixing up a 

concoction of items that modelled 

excrement.  As can be seen in the 

pic, ‘it looked sort of right’, but I will 

give you the tip, ‘it smelt on the 

money’.  Thanks so much for shar-

ing this with me girls. The little kids 

bring me writing samples to read, 

the big kids bring me poop.  Grow-

ing up is awesome right!  Please 

see the pic above. 

COVID-19  I don’t really know 

what to say about this.  It seems 

no one is an expert on the sub-

ject., I certainly am not.  It would 

seem prudent though to avoid 

close contact with others, par-

ticularly the more susceptible 

such as the elderly or those who 

have previously experienced 

respiratory issues.  In my in-

stance it’s my mum and dad, for 

others lucky enough, it may be 

grandparents.  We have made a 

family decision not to have person-

al contact with my parents or in 

laws.  We must protect these peo-

ple from worst possible scenarios.  

Entire schools open or shut, will be 

the decision of people above us.  

Whether or not you choose to 

isolate your own family is yours at 

present and we will support any 

decision you make with regard to 

school attendance.  If you choose 

to isolate then please do so.  Don’t   

have close personal contact with 

others.  Please be supportive and 

respectful of decisions that your 

families and neigbours make.  I 

suspect you cant be too cautious 

with this. 



AROUND ELP 

SRC Report 

 

SPORTS 

Easter Bonnet Parade—Cancelled 

In light of the current climate surrounding COVID-

19, we regret to confirm that next week's Easter 

Bonnet Parade has been cancelled.  Despite the 

cancelled parade, you might still consider making 

Easter hats with your child/ren as a fun holiday 

activity.  We will run the parade again next year at 

Easter. 

Thank you for your understanding.  

 PTSI 

 

 

 

Parent Teacher Student Interviews 

With the cancellation of Parent Teacher Student 

Interviews this week, it is important for teachers 

and parents alike to contact one another to discuss 

student progress as needed. Email is the best con-

tact option for most of our teachers who may be in 

class for much of the day, and unable to take 

phone calls. If desired, a time can be arranged to 

make a phone call to class teachers via email 

This week was a rather quiet week because excur-

sions and sports days have been cancelled due to 

the corona virus. This week in the garden the year 

6’s have found that a few of the fruits/vegetables 

have sprouted and they are having a really good 

time working on the garden. Make sure you and 

your family stay safe and remember to wash your 

hands. Have a good weekend!  

Daisy and Mason  

 

Spelling Bee permission form reminder: 

A reminder to parents/guardians and students to 

please return their spelling bee forms to their Eng-

lish teacher by this Friday so all students can par-

ticipate. This will be conducted in an online format 

and should be a great opportunity for all! 

 

 

Thank you:  

Thank you to all our parents/guardians and commu-

nity members for your patience and support during 

this difficult and uncertain time. It is really appreci-

ated by all middle years staff. Should you continue 

to have any questions or concerns, please do feel 

free to contact us at the college.  

 

Hats 

Just a reminder to keep those hats on heads right 

through to the end of term. There have been a 

number of students not wearing their hats at recess 

and lunchtime. Please remind your child of this at 

home.  

 

 

The Bunnings SRC 

BBQ has been can-

celled. We will be 

holding a casual 

clothes day on the 

last day of Term 1, to 

raise money for the 

Good Friday Appeal. 

We encourage every-

one to come to school 

dressed in casual 

clothes with a dona-

tion of $2.  

As most of you are 
aware, all excursions are 
currently on hold due to 
Covid-19. This includes 
all sports days that in-
volve other schools. 
 
Unfortunately we have 
had to postpone all inter-
school sports days until 
further notice. 
At this point in time we 
will see how we go re-
garding the College 
Cross Country—this is 
due to be conducted on 
Tuesday 21st April—
Week 2 of Term 2. 
We will aim to go ahead if 
possible, but will head the 
advice from the Depart-
ment of Education and 
the government regarding 
this. 
 
When we know more 
information regarding 
sports days and excur-
sions, we will communi-
cate this with parents.     
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noah C—9/10 Tennis 

 

National Youth Science Forum is a program for 

Inspiring Australia’s young scientists. Applications for 

NYSF 2020 Year 12 Program are open now til late 

May. It is ideal for students with a passion for sci-

ence. Students in Year 11 are encouraged to apply. 

We have had success in the past with students trav-

elling to New Zealand, Sydney and other places in 

Australia to participate in this program during their 

Jan holidays. Please let me know if you’re keen.  

 

THANKS to students, staff and parents for your 

care, concern and help regarding my recent back 

surgery. In December last year I had a replacement 

titanium cage and then above it a replacement disc 

inserted into my lower back. The surgery was     

performed through my stomach. I have been        

managing work around recovery.                               

  

I  sincerely appreciate all my lovely students who 

have been accommodating and helping me in     

classes.  

 

THANKS ALSO for all the birthday cards, mes-

sages, well wishes, yummy food, gifts and beautiful 

birthday tunes yesterday. It was really lovely, I felt 

very fortunate. Mr Wilkinson even lashed out and 

bought me 20kg of rice, if you need any please let 

me know.  

Thanks, take care.  
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Photofest : 

Postponed, we 
will advise when 
a new date  

becomes availa-
ble. 

 

BIRTHDAY WISHES 

A BIG HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

TO: 

SCOTT WILKINSON 

50TH 

SARAH BYRNE 40TH 

We hope you both had a great 

day. 

HOME MADE HAND  

SANITIZER 

2/3 CUP Rubbing alcohol 

1/3 cup aloe Vera gel 

A drop of your favorite oil for 

Mon 23rd Tues 24th Wed 25th Thurs 26th Fri 27th 

College Review College Review  Fortuna  

Athletics  

Years 3-6 

End of Term 

1 Early Finish 

Buses leave 

2.30pm 

KFC 

2.30pmstart 

4.30pm finish 

Mon 13th Tues 14th Wed15th Thurs 16th Fri 17th 

 Start of Term 2   Legacy Victo-

ria Schools 

Service Jun-

ior and Middle 

Sub-school 

Captains 

Mon 20th Tues 21st Wed 22nd Thurs 23rd Frid 24th  

 P-12 Cross 

Country? 

SSV swimming 

Year 9 Mr Koo-

rooya Camp 

 

Year 9 Mr Koo-

rooya Camp 

Year 9 Mr 

Koorooya 

Camp 

Mon 27th Tues 28th Wed 29th Thurs 30th  

  Year 7/8 Foot-

ball 

  

Fri 20th 
Mel Primrose 

Kristie Cullinan 2020 MARCH/ APRIL 

Mon 23rd 

Belinda Clymo 

Nessie Wiltshire Mon 13th  

Easter Monday 

Tues 24th 

Sue Pickles 

Tues 14th 

Start of Term 2 

Sue Pickles 

Wed 25th 
Kylie Addlem 

Wed 15th 
Penny Cockerell 

Thurs 26th 
Sue Pickles 

Thurs 16th 
Sue Pickles 

Fri 27th 
Michelle Balic 

Brian Duffy Fri 17th 
Mel Primrose 

Miranda Smith 


