
EAST LODDON P- 12 COLLEGE PARENT NEWSLETTER 
TELEPHONE -03 54368300       FAX -03 54368321       E-mail: east.loddon.p12@edumail.vic.gov.au  
College Website: http://eastlodd12.vic.edu.au/  Principal’s Blog: http//stevenleed.edublogs.org/ 
School Councillors : Richard Hicks,  Darren Welsh, Micheal Lawry, Adam Bish, Dustin Pascoe,  Steve Leed, Scott    
Wilkinson,  Andrew Cameron, Jackson Clayton, Nicole Hocking, Natalie Rose, Lynda Cartwright, James Verley,  
Jo Cartwright 

Respect  -  Resilience  -  Responsibility -  Relationships 
Our College respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners of Country throughout Australia 

and pay our respects to the ongoing living culture of Aboriginal people 

From the Principal 

 

 

Dates for Your Diary 

Newsletter No  38          Date: 29th November 2018 

Congratulations To Our 2018 Yr 12  

Students! 

Our wonderful Year 12 students, along with 
staff and family members, completed their 
officially on Thursday evening when they  
celebrated their Valedictory Dinner. The night 
was sensational with the students showing 
such tremendous support for each other and 
the interaction between staff, students and 
families being an absolute highlight. The  
College wishes all year 12’s the very best for 
their futures! 
 

Building Works Have Begun! 
I mentioned in previous newsletters that we had building works taking place in the 
termite affected areas of the College, and these works have now begun. Tim and the 
team from Motion Projects have been in the College since Monday and will complete 
the works just before Term 1 starts in 2019. The building works will cause minor  
disruptions to the daily running of the College, with the canteen moving into a portion 
of the multi-purpose room and a couple of time-tabled classes having to be relocated. 
This may be a good dressed rehearsal for much bigger works now that Labor have 
been voted in again at the State Election, as our election promise of a $4.5 million  
refurbishment will come to fruition at some stage in the not too distant future. 
 

Expressions Of Interest For Another First Aid Course? 
The first aid course that was offered to community members earlier this week was a 
great success and already there has been a call out for a further course to take place 
before the end of the year. Please call the College Office if you would be interested in 
undertaking a first aid course at the College on Monday December 17th. If there is 
sufficient interest, then we will endeavour to make this a reality. 
 
Special Thanks To Eaglehawk UFS Dispensary!!! 

A massive thankyou is extended to the team 

at Eaglehawk UFS Dispensary for their very 

generous community sponsorship of College 

students who undertook recent first-aid and 

CPR training at the College. The team at the 

dispensary are tremendous supporters of the 

College and we very much value their support! 

 NOVEMBER 

30th Year 9/10 
Moggs Creek Camp 
returns 
30th Year 8 Camp 
Returns 
 
DECEMBER 
3 & 4th Year 10  
Driver Education 
 
5th TAFE Excursion 

6th Year 4 & 8  
Graduation 
Student Leadership 
Information session 
3.30pm (after Graduation) 
7th  Casual Dress 
Day Gold Coin  
donation 
Year 10 Fed  
University excursion 
 
10th-14th Step Up 
Week (all students to  

participate) 

 
10th—12th Year 3/4 
Anglesea Camp 
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Hanging Out On Mars! 
I have been fortunate enough to ‘hang-out’ on Mars this 
week with Mr Kidman and the current Year 8 class after the 
successful landing of NASA’s Insight Mars Lander this week. 
Mr Kidman and the current year 8 students worked on this 
initiative when they were together in year 5. Our names are 
now etched on a plate which is on the lander and we can now 
say that we are on Mars. Well kind of…. 
Great work and foresight with this project Mr Kidman and Year 8’s! 
 
Holy Moly Georgia! You Are Incredible!!! 
Think ‘Georgia Welsh’ and ‘world champion’ probably springs to mind 
rather quickly! Well, Georgia has been at it again. This time in Spain at the 
IKMF World Championships in Kettlebell Lifting, where she has won two 
gold medals in her two events!!! On Sunday, Georgia lifted a 12kg  
kettlebell 798 times in 1 hour, that’s right, 798 times! The previous day 
(Saturday) she lifted a 16kg kettlebell 344 times in 30 mins! Both events 
were in the Junior 2 age category for the ‘One Arm Long Cycle’. I do not 
fully understand what all of this kettlebell ‘lingo’ means, but it is certainly impressive!   
 
Where In The World Is Mrs Lethlean?  
During previous World Kettlebell Championships we have been able to 
cheer on staff member Mrs Hayley Lethlean also, however this year she 
did not attend the championships due to recovery from an injury… and 
also due to an exciting new venture that Mrs Lethlean and her husband 
have embarked upon! Mrs Lethlean and her husband Chris have recently 
purchased the Tyson’s Reef Café in Bendigo and have the place looking 
terrific! I popped into the café on Tuesday, between Bendigo meetings, 
and can vouch for the fact that they make an awesome coffee! Hayley 
and Chris will soon change the café name to ‘Bendigo General Store and 
Café’ and have really exciting plans for the already thriving business. If 
you are looking for a coffee, some local produce, friendly chat or bite to 
eat when you are next in Bendigo, pop in and say hello. You won’t be disappointed!  
 
Big Picture Visits 
I have had the great pleasure of accompanying year 7/8 students on Big Picture  
excursions the past two Monday’s, of which the students have organised themselves 
as part of their studies. Last week I travelled with a group of students to Walla Pastoral 
where we were treated to a very interactive and informative session with Tim, Jeannie, 
Blair, Jeanette and Bruce. This week I travelled to the Kyabram Fauna Park with  
students to meet with Ben, who is an education officer and reptile keeper at the park. 
Special thanks is extended to the teams at Walla Pastoral and Kyabram Fauna Park for their 
willingness to accommodate us in amongst their busy schedules. Our students, as  
expected, were terrific on both excursions! 
 
 
End of Year Timeline – Plans Yet To Be Finalised 
The final week of the 2018 School year, which will take place from Monday 17th December 
to Friday 21st December. The following dates and events are slightly different to those of previous years. Please take 
the time to note these on your calendar. 
Monday 17th December – Activity Day with afternoon Wellbeing Activities at the College 
Tuesday 18th December – Community Pool day at Mitiamo Swimming Pool 
Wednesday 19th December – Activity Day (Planks Incursion and Cinema) at the College 
Thursday 20th December – End of Year Presentation Assembly 
Friday 21st December – Curriculum Day. Student Free. 
Further details on these days will be forwarded closer to the end of the school year. 
 
I hope you have a great week! 
Steven Leed 
College Principal 
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Assistant Principal’s report 

It feels like I’ve been on holidays!  I took a few days away with the Year 5 and 6 students and Mr Ferguson and 

Miss Pilko.  We went to Ballarat from Monday to Wednesday and stayed at Pax Hill Scout Camp.  I never went to 

scouts so it was all a new experience for me, Mr Ferguson was all over it though.  He was dib dib dibbing and dob 

dob dobbing (like some of our kids), he also tried a fancy left handed handshake.  That’s what happens when 

you’re raised in Yarrawonga.  Apparently everything needs to be made of treated pine logs in scout land.  Not 

sure why, it’s just a rule.  The camp grounds were extensive and allowed the students the opportunity for plenty 

of free time wandering and exploring.  Activities such as orienteering, team challenges, endurance courses,  

archery.  We did all the ‘scouty’ things, except learn to tie knots.  We swapped that option for Netflix.  They also 

had an old mine shaft set up where you could explore about 300m of tunnels.  It was damp and stunk, probably 

because it was so scary.  During the day when we were not a camp, we went to the Ballarat Wildlife Park and 

Sovereign Hill.  Get ready for this ground breaking news….They were both really good fun.  Seriously.  I tell you 

what, if you’re looking for a day out in the holidays, you’d do a lot worse than either of these activities.   

The Wildlife Park was a real surprise.  They have a crocodile that’s over 4 m long.  Sovereign Hill also had  

numerous hands on activities.  Macey got to touch freshly poured gold.  Unfortunately she wasn’t quick enough 

to swap it with a crunchie bar and ‘run for the hills’.  I think the fellow said it was worth $165000, but I’m not 

sure.  He was a bit grumpy so we didn’t dare ask questions.  At the end of our short stay we were all  

complimented on the behaviour of the students.  Greg, the camp manager kept saying that he could tell our kids 

were from the country.  I think this was a good thing.  He said you could tell, because they were well behaved, 

they used manners and they ate a lot of food, particularly fruit.  This made us proud, until some of our kids  

vomited because they ate so much.  If you have a child in Year 5 or 6, thank them from me for being so well  

behaved on camp.  It made for an easy couple of days. 

Mr Wilkinson  

Assistant Principal 
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Out of uniform day Friday 7 December 
The SRC will be raising money to put towards the Rotary Club of South Bendigo’s Christmas fundraiser. Their fundraising efforts 
across the region aim to raise $5000 to be split equally between Headspace and Lifeline – both important causes that many  
people rely on over the Christmas period. Please come to school in casual or Christmas themed clothes in exchange for a gold 
coin to this cause. 
SRC Committee  

 

Television broadcast of the 2018 Victorian State Schools Spectacular  
Channel 7 will air the 2018 VSSS performance featuring 14 of our students in the 
massed choir on Saturday 8th December at 7pm. The performance will also be available 
to watch via the 7plus website and app for 30 days from the broadcast date. 
 

A trailer and more information is available at: 
 https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/Pages/spectacular.aspx  

Ms Harrington 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/Pages/spectacular.aspx
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Student of The Week 

Prep—Jack for expressive reading and always 

making sure his reading makes sense by  

re-reading. 

Year 1—Lucas C for reading to the class and  

Mr Leed. 

Year 2—Noah for persistence and hard work 

with sounding out. 

Year 3—Miles for always working hard to  

improve his reading and writing. 

Year 4—William for trying hard in all subjects. 
 

You Can Do It!  Awards 

Prep—Baxter great confidence in reading. 

Year 1—For writing a confident 

information text, which he did for 

independent homework. 

Year 2—Sarah for her effort in PE and for 

demonstrating leadership skills. 

Year 3—Allira for being confident in sharing  

ideas and questions. 

Year 4—Sianna for sharing her work in a  

confident and enthusiastic manner. 

Assembly News-  Respectful Relationships 

At our assembly, students were asked to turn and chat about the topic ‘My 

strengths are:’ We all have different strengths and it is important that we  

recognise them. Sometimes we can’t recognise our own strengths and it is  

helpful/ enlightening for others to tell us what they see as our strengths. On the 

flip side it is important to be truthful/ realistic and not artificially inflate egos, we 

are all good at something but I have yet to meet someone who is good at  

everything. The balance is between celebrating strengths and acknowledging 

there are times when we will meet someone who is better. As parents and teachers 

it is important that we help our children to develop a healthy self-esteem and 

acknowledge when and where we can learn from others. Learning to congratulate 

others is a real strength in itself. 
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Reading Clubs 

 

 

 

 

 

Prep Sounds in Focus 

Our preps are currently learning about the digraph ‘oo’ as in ‘Two new boots’. They are also learning about the ‘ou/ 

ow’ as in ‘cloud like a cow’. 

Prep Words To Fluency 

The words in focus relate to the sounds and include: tooth, spoon, how and our. 

Booklists 2019 
Last week booklists for 2019 were sent home. Please remember that items such as Dictionaries are carryover items 
and should be crossed off; likewise Reader Boxes can often be recovered for another year. Some parents will have 
been contacted by 2018 teachers suggesting modifications to booklists for some children who have modified  
programs. If you have any queries, please feel free to contact your child’s classroom teacher. 
 
Sub school captains and SRC 2019 
Students in the P-4 sub school have completed nominations for the positions for 2019. Those accepting nomination 
are required to present a one minute speech outlining why they are best suited to a position. As some students 
have been nominated for both, we will hold speeches and elections for Captains and SRC reps on Monday 3rd  
commencing at 9:15; then after the counting process, the names of the newly elected Captains will be removed 
and students will then vote for the position of SRC. Successful candidates will be announced at the final Awards 
Ceremony.  
 
Literacy Hints 
Fluency is important for a number of different reasons. It supports two key prediction strategies: semantics 
(Meaning) and syntax (structure), it fosters comprehension and enhances the development of expression/ a  
reader’s voice.  

Remember that easier texts are best suited for developing fluency. 
Encourage your child to read familiar texts. 
Model fluent reading by choosing a section of a book, magazine, or newspaper, and then read it effortlessly 

and smoothly to your child.  
Try “repeated reading” where you will read a passage and then ask your child to repeat the reading. Your child 

could practice a short passage until he/she reads the passage effortlessly.  
Try “echo reading” by reading a line or sentence from a book, and then have your child read the same line, 

trying to mimic the adult’s expression and fluency. 
 
Peter Vernon 
On behalf of the P-4 Teaching and Learning Team 

300 Nights of Reading Y3-Piper 

275 Nights of Reading Y2- Sienna 

250 Nights of Reading Y2-Paige 
Prep- Neko 

225 Nights of Reading YPrep-Jimmy 

200 Nights of Reading Prep- Matilda and Baxter 

Deutsche Nachrichten 
Klasse Preps have been busy finishing their Nikolaus Stiefel picture and their Nikolaus Beutel. 
You never know, Sankt Nikolaus might make a special delivery next week. During Step up 
week, Klasse 8 will be finding information about the Schultὔte or Zuckertὔte and then making 
one for each of the new Preps of 2018 (they will receive them next year during Assembly). 
Klasse 1/2 have been learning about Advent with Frau Mac. They have each made an Ad-
ventkalender. Frau Mac was informed late last week that Libby C and Josh D Klasse 6 won the 
Year 6 section of the AGTV Posie competition(poem and picture-theme was Wald:forest) and 
Oscar B Klasse 1/2 received an Honorable Mention. Sehr gut, Libby, Josh und Oscar.    
 
Annette Burgstett 
German Co-ordinator 
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Middle Years Parents, please join Bloomz to get regular updates from your child’s classroom. 

 

 

Middle Years Captains Report  

Everyone really enjoyed the Year 5/6 Ballarat camp. Thank you to Ms Pilkington,  
Mr Ferguson and Mr Wilkinson for organising it. 
The Year 8s are currently in Melbourne for camp. Throughout the first day we explored the 
streets of Melbourne in a scavenger hunt, and went rock climbing where some students 
overcame their fears. Today we're off to laser tag and bowling, doing team games at  
Marvel stadium and going to the Eureka Sky Deck tonight. 
The Year 7s are stll preparing for their sub school captain speeches for next Friday. Have a 

good weekend. 

Alicia and Levi 

Bloomz Snapshot—Camp Edition 

 

Parent Communication—Bloomz/Compass 

With our school moving to using the Compass app for 

reporting next year we are considering also moving our 

current Bloomz posts and parent communication to the 

News Feed within Compass.  

Over the next few weeks I shall be posting our Bloomz 

posts on your Compass News Feed, which can be 

viewed on the front page of both the Compass website 

and app. 

If you have the chance, please have a look at Compass 

from time to time to read class updates. I shall be  

asking for some feedback from you towards the end of 

the year. 

Year 5/6 Ballarat Camp Year 8 Melbourne 

Camp 
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Valedictory Dinner 

 

 

 

Moggs Creek Camp 
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COMPUTER GAME ADDICTION AND MENTAL WELLBEING  

Survey of  3,000 teenagers found  

*THAT ADOLESCENTS WITH MAJOR DEPRES-

SIVE DISORDER HAD A HIGHER PREVALENCE 

OF PROBLEM INTERNET OR ELECTRONIC GAM-

ING BEHAVIOUR THAN ADOLESCENTS WITH 

NO IDENTIFIED MENTAL DISORDER 

 * APPROXIMATELY 10% OF TEENAGERS 

SPEND NINE HOURS OR MORE ON THE INTER-

NET ON WEEKDAYS!!!!!!! 

* APPROXIMATELY 11% OF MALES AGED 

ELEVEN TO FIFTEEN PLAYED ELECTRONIC 

GAMES FOR FIVE TO EIGHT HOURS PER DAY. 

— 2nd Aust. Nat. Survey on Adolescent Mental Health 2014  

WHERE TO GET HELP 

 ReachOut -  https://au.reachout.com/

tough-times/addiction 

 The Better Health Channel—https://

www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/

HealthyLiving/internet-addiction 

 Your doctor 

 Psychologist  

 Australian Psychological Society, Tel 

03 8662 3300 or 1800 333 497 

RED FLAGS  

(When to suspect your child has 

a problem).   

 My child has stopped going to school 

 My child will not join the  family for family 

outings. 

 My child has stolen money from my credit 

card to buy online gaming credits 

 My child does not have a normal sleeping 

pattern. 

 My child no longer eats meals with our 

family or skips meals to play internet 

games 

 My child’s academic performance has de-

teriorated. 

 My child has become violent towards me 

when restrictions are placed on their gam-

ing 

 There have been more arguments in the 

family over screen time 

 My child has lied or hidden from me the 

true amount of time spent playing internet 

games 

 My child seems depressed, anxious and 

has difficulty managing their emotions or 

dealing with their problems. 

 My child has given up core extracurricular 

activities, such as sports and outdoor activ-

ities, that they previously enjoyed in order 

to spend more time gaming. 

 My child only has online friends and finds it 

difficult to spend time with children their 

own age face to face. 

Source— Nurturing Young Minds.  Ed. Dr Ramesh Manocha 

For more information—www.generationnext.com.au/handbook 
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KFC – Kids Friday Club – 2018 

Our final KFC for 2018 is tomorrow, Nov 30th. 

We’ll aim to finish at 5pm with a sausage sizzle to follow. Families are welcome to join us. 

KFC breakup – is Sunday Dec 2nd. We’ll be joining the community Carols beginning with a free BBQ Tea at 

6.30pm. The KFC children will be participating in the program. All families welcome. 

Colouring Competition 

KFC Colouring competitions are due tomorrow and will be judged over the weekend with the winners  

announced on Sunday evening. 

The nativity scene competition run by Bears Lagoon Anglican church is still open. Contact Judy Mountjoy 

for information. 

Kids – remember to bring a gold coin, a snack to share (nothing with nuts) and a smileJ  

Contacts for enquiries - Robyn Falls  0429368242, Leanne Welsh 0447689309,  

Judy Mountjoy 0488379222, Wendy Twigg 0427807124, Anne Baker 0429368453 

 

 

 

 

 Dingee Lawn Tennis Club 

    Tennis Clinic 

        
A four day tennis clinic is being conducted at the Dingee Lawn Tennis Club 

 commencing, 

  

Monday December 17th – Thursday December 20th   

Session times are from 4.00pm  

Children’s groups / times will be finalised as bookings are confirmed. 

Racquets are provided for children who require one. 

Younger players can register for a free hotshot shirt.  

Adult lessons are also available. 

All children enrolled for the tennis clinic go into the draw to win a Wilson Tennis Racquet valued at $150.00 

Cost for the clinic is $55.00  

 

To register please phone Nicole Hocking on (M) 0427-368-499 

 

Stephen Storer                                                            Brianna Smith                          

Tennis Australia Club Professional Coach             Tennis Australia Club Professional Coach                           
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Canteen News 

2018   TERM 4   

TERM 4      

Friday 30th Miranda Smith Yoli Humphries Monday  10th Belinda Clymo  

   Tuesday 11th Sue Pickles  

DECEMBER   Wednesday 12th Brian Duffy Louise Hocking 

Monday 3rd  Margaret Hocking  Thursday 13th Sue Pickles  

Tuesday 4th Michelle Diss  Friday 14th Yoli Humphries Lisa Twigg 

Wednesday 5th  Sue Pickles     

Thursday 6th Sue Pickles  Monday 17th Cheryl Green Karolyn Campbell 

Friday 7th Michelle Balic Karolyn Campbell Tuesday 18th Activity Day NO CANTEEN 

   Wednesday 19th Sue Pickles  

   Thursday 20th Sue Pickles  

      

2019   FEBRUARY   

JANUARY TERM 1   Monday  11th Karen Pascoe  

Tuesday 29th Sue Pickles  Tuesday 12th Sue Pickles  

Wednesday 30th Kylie Addlem Brian Duffy Wednesday 13th Bec Cullen  

Thursday 31st Sue Pickles  Thursday 14th Sue Pickles  

FEBRUARY   Friday 15th Natalie rose Lisa Twigg 

Friday 1st Michelle Balic Yoli Humphries    

   Monday 18th Belinda Clymo  

Monday 4th Margaret Hocking  Tuesday 19th Michelle Diss  

Tuesday 5th Sue Pickles  Wednesday 20th Sue Pickles  

Wednesday 6th Miranda Smith Kia Hooke Thursday 21st Sue Pickles  

Thursday 7th Sue Pickles  Friday 22nd Louise Hocking Cheryl Green 

Friday 8th Toyah Ketterer Leanne Welsh    
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

26th 

 

27th 

 

 

28th 

 

 

 

29th 30th 

 

Moggs Creek 

Camp returns 

Year 8 Camp 

returns 

KFC 

DECEMBER 1st 2nd 

3rd  4th 

 

Year 10 Driver 

Education 

5th  

Year 10/11TAFE 

Excursion 

6th 

Year 4 & 8 

Graduation& 

Year 8 Student 

Leadership 

Information 

Session @ 

3.30pm 

7th 

Year 10/11 

Fed Uni  

Excursion 

Casual Dress 

Day Gold coin 

donation 

8th 9th 

10th 

Step Up Week 

Year 3/4  

Anglesea Camp 

11t 

h 

12th 13th 14th 15th 16th 

17th 

Activity Day at 

School 

18th 

Activity Day at 

the Mitiamo 

Pool 

19th 

Activity Day & 

Planks 

20th 

Presentation 

Assembly 10am  

LAST DAY for 

ALL STUDENTS 

21st 

Curriculum 

Day 

Student Free 

day 

22nd 23rd 


