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Our College respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners of Country throughout
Australia and pay our respects to the ongoing living culture of Aboriginal people
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Dates for Your Diary

Date: 15th February 2018

From the Principal

FEBRUARY
16th P-12 Swimming
Sports Day
19-20th Year 7
Rubicon Camp
21st Prep Rest Day
Year 1-3
Forensic Science
Incursion
$8 per student
MARCH
2nd P-12 Investituture Ceremony
2.30start‘
Sandhurst Division
Swimming/ Diving
7th Prep Rest Day

15th Parent Teacher
Student Interviews
1.00-5.30pm
Year 7 Term1 Sports
Day
20th Year 9/10 Term
1 Sports Day
21st College Photos

Interested In Becoming A College Councillor?
College Council is a great way to get to know more about the College your child/ren
attend. We meet once per month on a Wednesday evening and discuss a range of reports, events and programs that are directly associated with the school, in an effort to
continually improve best practice and program delivery at all levels.
This year we are calling on any interested parents to join our team of dedicated staff
and parents as we progress through 2018. There will likely be 2 parent positions that
we require to be filled by the end of March and 1 position for a staff member. Parent
and staff positions have a term of 2 years attached to them.
If this sounds like something that you might be interested in, please make contact with
the College office to discuss this further, and to obtain a copy of our nomination form.
Whole School Curriculum Day
College Council last night approved a whole school curriculum day to take place on
Wednesday May 2nd. This day will be student-free whilst staff undergo training in the
Respectful Relationships program, as well as Cultural Understanding and Safety Training (C.U.S.T). More details will be forwarded to the College community closer to this
time.
Swimming Sports
Good luck to all students participating in tomorrow’s College swimming sports. The
day is bound to be another great one with a high level of enthusiasm and participation! It has been exciting this year to see the alignment of College staff to house sports
teams (Go Evans!!!) and also to see the role of College house captain change slightly to
allow for a greater level of leadership to be shown by our students. Mr Young will nodoubt once again run a terrific College event and community spectator event for all!
As I mentioned last week, it is a shame that 4 of our 5 new staff will be unable to
attend tomorrow’s sports day, however there is an important professional development day that these staff will be attending that is not run in the region again this year.
I am also unable to attend due to Victorian Principal Association training in Phillip Island.
Please note that students are encouraged to come in house sports colours tomorrow.
Please also be sun-smart!
Parent Association Assistance Forms
Many thanks are extended to families who have returned Parents Association Assistance forms in the past week. Our College Parent Association is a dedicated group of
hardworking parents who rely heavily on the goodwill of the wider College community
to assist with fundraisers and other programs. It has been terrific to see that more 50
responses have been received so far, with offers of assistance in various forms. I would
like to thank all that have returned forms and all our wonderful parents and guardians
that assist the College and its Parent association in many ways. This support is so important to the College and its students. Thank you!
Parent Teacher Student Interviews 1.00pm—5.30pm 15th March

Principal’s Report (cont.)
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College Drinking Water
The College Office received a comment from a student mid last week in regards to our drinking water tasting
different-to-usual from student bubble-taps. Upon further inspection of the bubble-taps and drinking water
tanks, it became apparent that the tanks that hold our drinking water were running quite low, with a key gatevalve having been tampered with. Whilst we are not entirely sure who has tampered with our gate-valve, we
did take the opportunity to inspect water quality whilst our tanks were so low. After discovering sediment in
the base of our tank system, the decision was made to promptly attend to the drinking water tanks whilst our
water stocks were minimal. On Saturday of last week we employed Paul from Central Victorian Industrial Vacuums to inspect, pressure wash, clean and vacuum all tanks that hold drinking water. Paul did a tremendous job
in cleaning our entire water storage system on Saturday allowing for our water tanks to be filled with fresh
drinking water over the weekend. A huge thankyou is extended to Mr Adrian Hocking for prioritising his time
over the weekend to ensure that the College received fresh drinking water before classes commenced again
on Monday morning. The prompt nature in which this water issue was dealt with was appreciated by all at the
College, and I encourage all students and parents to continue to raise concerns with the College if and when
they arise.
Teacher Professional Practice Days – From The Department Of Education
As part of the Education State initiative, we achieve excellence by consistently focusing on improving the
achievements of learners across Victoria, whether it is through improving the quality of educational services or
changing the way we teach. The most important thing we can do to improve student outcomes is to develop
and improve the skills of our teachers.
The Victorian Government will continue to provide opportunities to develop professional, passionate teachers
and principals and equip them with the right knowledge and skills for a modern classroom. To ensure we support the learning and development of not only our students, but our teachers too; we are committed to
providing professional development opportunities for our teaching workforce.
As part of the Victorian Government Schools Agreement 2017, teachers will receive one day per term when
they are out of the classroom to focus on the improved delivery of high quality teaching and learning. Your
child’s teacher will spend four days per year further developing their skills in areas that are aligned to the
school priorities. Your child will directly benefit from these improvements in their daily learning. On these
days, an alternate teacher will be provided with the learning plan for the day and be well equipped to assist
your child with their learning needs.
If you would like more information on professional practice days please contact your School Principal.
I hope you have a great week!
Steven Leed
College Principal
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Assistant Principal’s Report

Assistant Principal’s News
Its official! I’m in love. Not just because it was Valentine’s day yesterday either. I’m in love with our new staff.
They are awesome. No offence to all of the staff that have started new in prior years, (that is nearly everyone
except Verno and Mrs Drury), but our new ones seem better this year. Steve and I have been spying on them
through class windows and asking questions of the students about them and every report has been positive.
Not only that, but they are more handsome, smarter, funnier and happier than almost any other teacher
you’ve met before. I often find them at lunchtimes talking about pedagogy over a cup of tea. We are so lucky.
I bet you’re all dying to meet them tomorrow now, but alas, none of them will be at the swimming carnival.
AWWWWWWWW. Unfortunately we have booked them in for a PD day in Bendigo.

The mixed netball comp is back with a vengeance. In the lead up to the Turkish trip in April, a final fundraiser
will be held on Mondays in the gym. Get your teams in and get your T shirts printed with LOSER in big black
letters, because the staff team is back. This year Mr Leed is choosing to give up the glory and like Luke’s dad,
has joined the dark side, with Pilko and the Turkish students. The good news about this, is that if you join the
comp, you won’t be finishing last. Please enter your team name to the Office or any of the Turkish students.

Parent Teacher Student Interviews will be held on Thursday the 15th of March. Before you ring in, we know
this isn’t a perfect time as some students will be out at a sports day, however the calendar is pretty full so a
clash is unavoidable. Interviews will run from 1-5:30 with a break of 30 mins for sausage rolls. Classes will run
at school until 12:30 and buses will leave at 1pm. Parents are encouraged to ring and book interviews as of
tomorrow and after a week or so we will book you sometimes if you haven’t contacted us. We really want to
see you all.
Scott Wilkinson
Assistant Principal
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Instrumental Music Program
I am very excited to see that quite a number of students have enrolled in our Instrumental Program for 2018. This is fantastic to
see! At this stage, the program is now full and so the Office is no longer taking enrolments for guitar or vocal lessons (however,
Irina still has places for piano students). Please feel free to make contact with me should you have any questions related to the
instrumental program.
Ms Chelsea Harrington
Harrington.chelsea.l@edumail.vic.gov.au

EAST LODDON “at” the WINTER OLYMPICS
With the Winter Olympics in full swing, we here at East Loddon have our own special link with one of the competitors.
In 2017 the (then) Year 5 students had the chance to participate in a live video chat and to
send questions for a recorded interview with Aerial Skier and Olympic Silver medalist Dave
Morris as part of our ‘Speaking & Listening’ program in English.
The live chat occurred when he was in the Utah training camp preparing for Pyeong Chang and
we even able to chat one to one with him when the other three schools left at the ‘official’
finishing time.
This year, the Year 4’s have seen the video chats and have created their own list of questions
for Dave, which he will answer next week in another recorded video chat.
Dave will be competing on Sunday night and is rated a very good chance to ‘medal’ again.
Please feel free to check out our chats from last year on YouTube, I really recommend a search
of other videos of Dave’s training and competition jumps – WOW!!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bg1RhqrhXQY&t=1256s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fH5dBDYWmB8&t=21s

CVGT have multiple career opportunities for the right candidate willing to complete a traineeship or apprenticeship.
Rebecca Garner rgarner@cvgt.com.au
Current Bendigo Vacancies:
Roof Plumbing Apprenticeship x3 positions
Diesel Mechanical Apprenticeship x2 positions
Concreting Traineeship
Hospitality Traineeship
Other Locations:
Horticulture Traineeship (Dingee)
Apprentice Diesel Mechanical (Shepparton)
Personal Care Worker Traineeship x2 positions (Inglewood)

Parents Association
Parents Association would like to thank all the families that returned their forms. We are very thankful for the overwhelming
support from all families that are able to help out this year. We are very lucky to have such a great community within our
school!
If you have forgotten to give back your form and still wish to provide some help, please return it to the Office,
email (eastloddon.pa@gmail.com or send a txt/picture to Hannah Tweed (0419468660).
Stay tuned for the exciting things our School and Parents Association have planned for this year!
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P-4 Update
Building Strong Foundations
Student of The Week
Prep—Jack for showing great enthusiasm in all
areas of learning.
Year 1—Zali for her fantastic language skills and
always giving one hundred percent.
Year 2—Abby for always offering to help those
who need it.

P-4 Sub-School

Year 3—Emma for her great work ethic.
Year 4—Brayden for showing persistence and
resilience in swimming sessions.
You Can Do It! Awards
Prep—Penny
Year 1—Tom
Year 2—Angus
Year 3—Ava
Year 4—Oliver

The Importance of Resilience and Persistence
It is essential that students develop persistence and resilience, not only in their education but also life in general.
We can easily build a misinformed perception that life is easy but letting children have their own way, doing
things for them or protecting them from failure. Child psychologists consistently tell us that children need to have
some experiences with failure in their lives to develop realistic expectations of themselves and to develop the
persistence and resilience that they need to face what life presents to them. It may sound a little harsh to some
but children learn from experiences and overprotecting means that they develop few, if any coping mechanisms.
The best way to help your child prepare for the future is to be there for them and talk them through disappointments, explain they can’t always be the best at everything, they can’t always win and they won’t always get their
own way. That’s just life.
Literacy Hints (For beginning readers)
Some of our new Preps are just learning what reading is all about, some others are well on the way and are
demonstrating advanced reading skills. For the beginning readers there are some important things to remember:
Firstly, the level of oral language and understanding they come to reading with is a large determinant of success.
Book orientations help so talk with your child about the title and the pictures.
Secondly, many Preps at this stage are using pictures and trying to memorise the text; that’s okay. The first steps
at this stage include pointing to each word individually, ‘point to a word, say a word’. Discourage them from running their finger as this reduces their ability to gradually recognise words. Remember that for a few children it
may take over 200 repetitions of a word for it to become part of their long term memory. Encourage them to look
at the pictures before reading the page so that they are in a better position to make predictions about what the
text is about.
Thirdly, help your child to develop their knowledge of letter sounds and symbols through lots of practice. This
helps them to see letters on the page rather than just blocks of black marks, for example(Arabic for Hello).
8
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Later, you can encourage them to start looking at initial letters to provide clues.
Fourthly, phonics is extremely important but good readers gather most of their prediction clues from meaning
(knowledge of content) and sentence structure (how our language fits together) and phonics really comes into
play when the other two strategies do not provide sufficient clues, or to help us visually confirm the accuracy of
our predictions.
Fifthly, read the book through a second time, and ask them to bring it home again later in the week. Remember
what was said earlier about the need for repetition, repetition is extremely important for beginning readers.
Learning to read isn’t easy and it is essential that you are patient with your child and continue to encourage their
endeavours. Think how you would go learning Arabic.

P-4 Sub School (cont.)

Reading Hints (For independent readers) Reading is useless without understanding, it’s like barking at print.
Please continue to listen to your older child read, even if they are reading independently. A major focus should be
on developing comprehension skills, including ‘inference’. Inference is as the names suggests, it is inferred by the
writer but not specifically in print. The author infers that the reader will bring certain knowledge and understanding to the texts and therefore it is not necessary to write it. Some children miss the inferences and therefore only
pick up on part of the message.

Prep Letter in Focus
This week we have been learning
Jj- Jumping jellyfish
Ll- Lizards like lollipops
Mm- Mummy on the Moon
Prep Words To Fluency
The new word in focus is ‘the’.
Swimming Sports
We are looking forward to seeing parents, grandparents and guardians at our Swimming Sports. It is a great opportunity to see how much your child has learnt in two weeks and to support their efforts in the sports. Please
encourage your child to be in their area tomorrow as this makes marshalling easier and ensures your child does
not miss out on any events. Don’t forget to provide your child with lots of drinks and sunscreen.
Prep/ Year 12 Buddies
This morning, the Year 12s spent time with their new Prep buddies.
As a College we really value the bond created between the students
at the beginning of their schooling and those in their final year. We
appreciate the effort and time our Year 12s put into nurturing the
relationships and supporting our youngest students as they transition into school. In return, our Preps look up to their new fiends with
tremendous admiration. It’s a special relationship that only a P-12
College can offer.
Peter Vernon
(On behalf of the P-4 Teaching and Learning Team)
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Middle Years Parents, please join Bloomz to get regular updates from your child’s classroom.

Bloomz Weekly Snapshot

Year 5 Art—Ryan
knot weaving

Middle Years Sub-School

Year 6 making “Sushi
Sandwiches”

Year 8 Food—Baked potatoes

Middle Years Captains Report
Tomorrow the P-12 swimming sports will be held, so please remember to bring your swimming gear, sunscreen and come in your house colours. We would also like to congratulate
the house captains for getting the role, and working out the swimming sports so quickly.
Next Monday at 9:00AM the Year 7’s will be leaving for Rubicon camp so we hope they have
some fun over there. Have a fun swimming sports and a nice weekend.
Alicia and Levi

Middle Years Laptops—All Year 5 to 8 student’s have a laptop as part of our 1-1 program. For students who loan
their laptop from school (as opposed to BYOD) the each year level has a different level of independence with their
laptop:


Year 5 and 6 keep laptops at school for the entirety of the year.



Year 7 keep laptops at school during Term 1. From Term 2 onwards, student’s can have their diary signed
by a teacher to take their laptop home for that night if there is homework that needs to be completed.



Year 8 students are able to take their laptops home each night. If a parent wants the laptop to remain at
school, please contact Mr Cameron to arrange this.

All student laptop use is conditional upon each student following the East Loddon laptop policy and we reserve the
right to keep a laptop at school if a student does not care for or use their laptop within that policy.

Important Dates:
Friday 16th Feb—P-12 Swimming Sports

Mon 19th —Fri 23rd Feb —Year 7 Rubicon Camp
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Senior School News
Absence from school
When your child is ill/unwell or not at school please let the College know that day. As part of the Senior School
VCE, VET and VCAL students are required to attend a percentage of classes to contribute towards a satisfactory
for the Unit/Subject. In addition to this by contacting the school it enables staff to organise work to be emailed
to the students and ensures their wellbeing and health is accounted for.

Senior Sub-School

Year 12 and Prep Buddies
The Year 12 & Prep buddies program is on again. Earlier this week our College Captains Jo
and James organised pairings for our Year 12 students and buddies. We had our first
meeting this morning and shortly we will commence weekly reading together. The Swim
Sports (happening tomorrow) is also a great opportunity for our older students to assist
the Preps through their first Swim Sports.

Elevate Education Presentation & Previous Student Guest Speakers
On Friday 9th of March our Year 11 & 12 VCE students and VCAL students studying a VCE subject will attend an
Elevate Education presentation. The session will provide valuable study tips for success in VCE. I have also invited previous Year 12 students to the College to share their experiences of strategies and tips that worked best
for them.
This presentation will take place from 1:30-3:20pm.
If parents / guardians would like to attend please could you let me know, either via email or phone.
Year 12 T-shirts and Hoodies
The Year 12 hoodie order was completed over a week ago and is due to arrive at the College either the last day
of Term 1 or the start of Term 2. I encourage all students to ensure they have paid the $69 for the hoodie prior
to this.
The Year 12 T-shirts have now been ordered, we are waiting on a final proof before they go to print. I sincerely
hope these will be available before our school photos. The cost has been confirmed at $49.20. Unfortunately,
prices have slightly increased from previous years due to small class sizes. Thank
you to all staff that have assisted us by purchasing either hoodies or t-shirts.
Congrats to Jack D, Oscar H & Will S
Jack, Will & Oscar completed the short course team triathalon event at Bridgewater
on last Sunday. Oscar completed the swim leg, Will the bike ride and Jack the run.
The boys finished 3rd overall. Well done, boys a great effort.

Sarah Byrne
Senior Sub School Leader
Deutsche Nachrichten
On Friday the 16th February Sophie H and her family will be welcoming Anna-Lena Albrecht from Deutschland.
She is the exchange student who will be staying with Sophie and her family. Anna-Lena is very fortunate that
she did not arrive last Friday,
with the very hot weather which we had experienced. In some parts of
Deutschland the temperature
has been -5 at night and reaching only 4
during the day. Willkommen Anna-Lena und habe viel Spaβ in Australien. Today Chelsea H was at school after her extended exchange in
Deutschland. Next week there will be a short account of Chelsea’s and Jessica’s stay in Deutschland.
German Co-ordinator
Annette Burgstett
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PANCAKE BREAKY A HIT
More than 500 pancakes were devoured on Tuesday, many with maple syrup an ice-cream on top, among
numerous toppings! We asked participants to consider a gold coin donation for the privilege, in support of
either our wellbeing programs at school ($101.50), or wellbeing programs in our community ($84.50), in this
case, Uniting Care Bendigo Outreach Program (who have given generously to our school in the past) Special
thanks to our volunteers who prepared and served, and to all participants for your help and support!
Our normal twice weekly Breakfast Program for this year, resumes next Tuesday and Wednesday at no cost,
thanks to the generosity of numerous donors and volunteers.
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Canteen News
2018

MARCH

TERM 1

Monday 12th

Labour Day
Holiday

FEBRUARY
Friday 16th

Swimming Sports
Carnival

Tuesday 13th

Sue Pickles

Wednesday 14th

Penny Cockerell

Thursday 15th

Sue Pickles

Friday 16th

Michelle Balic

Toyah Ketterer

Ebony Lawry

Monday 19th

Belinda Clymo

Tuesday 20th

Mel Primrose

Wednesday 21st

Penny Cockerell

Monday 19th

Michelle Diss

Thursday 22nd

Mel Primrose

Tuesday 20th

Sue Pickles

Friday 23rd

Toyah Ketterer

Wednesday 21st

Nicky Lawry

Thursday 22nd

Sue Pickles

Louise Hocking

Friday 23rd

Lynda Cartwright

Karolyn Campbell

Brian Duffy

Monday 26th

Miranda Smith

Cheryl Green

Tuesday 27th

Sue Pickles

Wednesday 28th

Kylie Addlem

Thursday 29th

Sue Pickles

Monday 26th

Miranda Smith

Tuesday 27th

Sue Pickles

Wednesday 28th

Karolyn Campbell

Lisa Twigg

MARCH
Thursday 1st

Sue Pickles

Friday 2nd

Lynda Cartwright

Breanna Hocking

Monday 5th

Belinda Clymo

Vivian Nicart

Tuesday 6th

Sue Pickles

Wednesday 7th

Lisa Twigg

Thursday 8th

Sue Pickles

Friday 9th

Leanne Welsh

Kaeler Grigg

Mel Primrose
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Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
16th

Saturday

Sunday

17th

18th

P-12
Swimming
Sports

19th

20th

21st

Year 7 Rubicon
Camp

Year 7 Rubicon Prep Rest Day
Camp
Year 1-3 Forensci Science Incursion $8 per
student

26th

27th

28th

22nd

23rd

24th

25th

MARCH 1st

2nd

3rd

4th

10th

11th

17th

18th

Prep Rest Day

P-12 Investure
Ceremony
2.30pm
Sandhurst Division Swimming/Diving

5th

6th

7th

8th

Last Prep Rest
Day

Year 11/12
Elevate Program 1.30pm—
3.20pm

Physics Luna
Park Excursion

12th

13th

9th

14th

15th

Yr 7/8 Term 1
Sports Day

Parent Teacher
Student Interviews 1.00—
5.30pm

16th

Yr7 Tennis
Term 1 sports
day
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